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Interpreting the 5Ps 
Screening Tool

Answers Zone Indicated Action

“No” to all 5P 
Questions Low Risk Positive reinforcement

“Yes” to Parents 
Question

Risky

Review Risk

“Yes” to Peer 
Question

Perform Brief 
Intervention / Referral

“Yes" to Partner, Past, 
or Present Questions Harmful or 

Severe

Refer for further 
assessment and 

possible specialized 
treatment

A single “yes” to any of the 5P questions results in a positive screen 
and should be followed-up with a secondary screening tool

SBIRT is a model which supports preventive care and the 
identification of health concerns early in treatment before 
they become chronic, acute, or require more costly medical 
treatment, such as emergency services or hospital care. 
Please note that managed care plans have the flexibility to 
negotiate mutually agreed upon rates with providers. 
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